[Cellular and humoral immune phenomena in psoriatic arthritis].
The function of cellular immunity factors (lymphocyte transformation and phagocytosis by polymorphonuclear leucocytes [PMN] and monocytes in connection with the concentration of intracellular ATP) and humoral immunity factors (serum concentration of immunoglobulin and complement factors C'3 and C'4) was investigated in 16 controls, 21 patients with psoriatic arthritis and 19 with psoriasis vulgaris. The results were compared with the clinical and anamnestic data of the patients. PMN phagocytosis of zymosan opsonized with rabbit standard serum was decreased in psoriasis vulgaris in comparison with the controls. Also, monocyte phagocytosis of non-opsonized zymosan was decreased in psoriatic arthritis, as compared with psoriasis vulgaris. Furthermore, in PMNs intracellular ATP was elevated in psoriatic arthritis as compared with the controls, but decreased in comparison with patients with psoriasis vulgaris. The intracellular ATP in monocytes was decreased in psoriasis vulgaris as compared with the controls. Humoral immunological findings: serum IgG concentration was higher in psoriatic arthritis than in controls and in psoriasis vulgaris. Elevated C'3 and decreased C'4 serum concentrations in psoriatic arthritis indicate an activation of the complement system.